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"groups" in all lands, among all races, and at all stages 
of civilization have wanted war ; they still want it and 
hope to block enactment by the international conference 
now sitting in Paris of any organic act for a world State 
that will put the judge above the soldier. Of course, 
their hirelings are on duty in Paris, and among them 
are Judas and Machiavelli. 



NATIONS LEAGUED FOR HEALTH 

Mr. Hbnbt P. Davison, Chairman of the Commit- 
tee of Bed Cross Societies, gave a dinner to the 
representatives of the International Press in Paris Feb- 
ruary 21, where he outlined certain significant plans for 
the salvage of life and the reconstruction of the bodies of 
men. Viewing "Peace" as the peace of mind and the 
peace of body, as a normal life freed of unlawful or un- 
reasonable interference, Mr. Davison called attention 
to the tragic situation of the world today, its lack of 
proper foods, of sufficient medical service, of scientific 
and general health practice. It properly seems to him 
that the International Eed Cross is now in a position to 
take up these problems. On the day of the signing of the 
Armistice the American Eed Cross Organization itself 
was four times the size of the American Expeditionary 
Forces. In other words : there were 8,000,000 men and 
women working for the Eed Cross in America alone. 
To this service 47,000,000 American people voluntarily 
contributed funds. When one bears in mind that this 
is but one of five such organizations, the potential power 
of its experience, if co-ordinated, is very impressive. 

It seems that a Conference of the organizations of 
the five Great Powers has been recently held at Cannes. 
Afterward they met in Geneva, with the result that there 
is now a Committee with an accordion name known as : 
"Committee of Red Cross Societies to formulate and to 
propose to the Eed Cross Societies of the world an ex- 
tended program of Eed Cross activities in the interests 
of humanity." Headquarters have been established at 
Cannes, and a Paris office at 2 Place de Eivoli. It is 
proposed to take up first the subjects of hygiene and 
sanitation, tuberculosis, nursing, venereal diseases, ma- 
laria, and certain other infectious maladies. The plan 
covers curative and preventive treatment. It is not 
proposed that the organization shall carry out the pro- 
grams in detail, but rather that it shall stimulate and 
encourage existing agencies to increase endeavor, or, in 
cases where there are no such agencies, it shall see that 
such agencies are developed. The plan is to utilize the 
experience of the Eed Cross to the co-ordination of all 
efforts making for a more wholesome manhood. 
Through its organization it plans to keep the world in- 



formed of the advances made by science within the field 
here indicated. The results which they hope to accom- 
plish may be summarized as follows : To awaken peoples 
in every country to a sense of obligation, to spread the 
fruits of science for the prevention and the healing of 
disease, and to organize aid against the inevitable disas- 
ters. 

This is certainly ambitious and worthy, we believe, of 
men of large ideas and great power. If the plans tenta- 
tively set forth elsewhere in these columns, avoid fall- 
ing over the "vested interests" and arousing jealousies, 
if their "over-head" is kept down and their affairs con- 
ducted according to business principles, then this great 
ideal, so clearly set before us in Paris that Washington's 
birthday eve, should, as Mr. Davison said : "develop into 
the greatest humanitarian force yet set in motion in the 
interest of all races, all sects, all creeds, and all colors 
in the world." This enterprise, representing the Eed 
Cross Societies of France, Great Britain, Italy, Japan, 
and the United States, and supported by the Govern- 
ments of these countries, may well prove to be a League 
of Nations indeed, a league buttressed upon that most 
enduring of all laws, the law epitomized in the long ago 
by a certain Samaritan on a road in a suburb of Jericho. 



JUSTICE IN ARMY DISCIPLINE 

The Clemency Board, appointed, following the 
armistice, to review the cases of all soldiers re- 
maining in confinement, announced, April 8th, that in 
consideration of only one-third of the cases under its 
jurisdiction it already had reduced the average sentence 
from seven years and four months to one year and nine 
months. A total of 9,339 years has been struck from 
the aggregate sentences. The natural query of the lay 
mind is, why such severity at first, and was it due to an 
archaic system of military justice under which the 
Army of the United States was and is operating, or was 
it due to the personnel of the courts-martial? Thanks 
to Lieutenant Colonel Ansell, a West Pointer, and other 
persons who came into the judge-advocate's department 
of the Army from outside the military machine, the 
War Department has been forced to give way by pub- 
licity and by the pressure of public opinion made right- 
eously indignant by facts that have been disclosed. The 
American Bar Association, Congress, and the War De- 
partment itself are now enlisted in behalf of justice to 
the enlisted man, volunteer, or drafted. Secretary 
Baker, very wisely, just before he sailed for France, 
April 7th, retreated from his position of opposition to 
Lieutenant Colonel (former General) Ansell, and in- 
vited him to share in drafting proposed remedial leg- 



